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€ € Fellow philatelists can be found in the highest places 9 9

From the person you bump into on the street
every day to princes and presidents, you can
never tell who's been bitten by the philatelic
bug. Here are some stories about three VIPs:
Very Important Philatelists!

Franklin D. Roosevelt

The 32nd President of the Unites States, Franklin
D. Roosevelt was also one of the world’s most
distinguished stamp collectors, having built

an extensive collection that accompanied

him everywhere he went. ‘I owe my life to my
hobbies, especially stamp collecting,” he said,
talking about how the pastime helped him to
recover from serious illness.

FDR took a great interest in the design of the
stamps issued during his presidency, even

as he was dealing with issues such as the
Great Depression and World War Il. One of his
final acts as President was to approve a new
‘Towards United Nations’ commemorative
stamp, on 12 April 1945.

Rainier I

This famous Prince was one of the longest
serving monarchs of the last century, the
husband of Grace Kelly —and reputedly the
owner of one of the greatest stamp collections
the world has seen.




When he inherited the title Prince of Monaco
in 1949, Rainier Il also inherited a remarkable
stamp collection, which had been in the family
since 1917. As well as adding to this collection,
the Prince took a very active role in the design,
creation and production of stamps issued by
Monaco during his reign, so much so that

no stamp could be issued without his

official approval.

Nicolas Sarkozy

Despite being President of France, Nicolas
Sarkozy still manages to find time to devote

to his love for stamps. He is an enthusiastic
member of the Elysee Philatelist Club, based at

his official residence in Paris. Since his election
in 2007, President Sarkozy has worked to
revitalise the French economy, and he also held
the EU Presidency from July to December 2008.

He has been keenly interested in philately
since he was a boy, and his collection steadily
grows more impressive, partly because of the
gifts he has received from political figures such
as Queen Elizabeth Il and Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

As you can see, fellow philatelists can be
found in the highest places. Perhaps collecting
stamps is a good way to develop the skills that
are needed to hold high office?
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Sending Christmas cards each year to family and friends is
a little something we can all do to brighten up someone’s Christmas , ,

Afew years back, my wife and | found ourselves
facing a quieter Christmas than we were used
to. Why? Because our son and his family had
decided to try their luck in Australia and John,
his wife Maura and their two kids flew out
from Dublin Airport in early October.

Of course, we still had lots of friends and
relatives to keep us busy over the festive
season. We certainly wouldn’t be short of
visitors, or places to visit! But there was no
getting away from the fact that we were going
to miss John, Maura and especially the little
ones, Michael and Kate. Still, we decided that

there was no point in letting it get us down.
We could talk to them on the phone and swap
emails. With modern technology, Sydney
wasn't really that far from Ireland, after all!

As the big day approached, we came to accept
the fact that we wouldn’t have our son and

his family with us for Christmas dinner —for
the first time since little Michael was born.
And then something wonderful happened. A
Christmas card from Australia dropped into the
mat in our hallway!

Of course, this wasn’t the first Christmas card
we'd got from John, Maura and company, but
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this one had a special meaning for us. And it
touched us in a way that a telephone call or
email never could. Here was something that
had been in the hands of the people we were
missing and now here it was, in our hands. And
look —there’s Kate’s tiny handwriting, saying
‘Happy Christmas’, just for us!

Needless to say, that card took pride of place in
our house all over the Christmas season. And it
reminded us how great you can feel when you
get a reminder that somebody’s thinking about
you at this special time of year. It doesn’t have
to be your kids or grandkids, and it doesn’t have
to come from the other side of the globe.

It's a feeling we've tried to share ever since,
sending Christmas cards each year to family
and friends both far away and close to home...
and it’s a little something we can all do to
brighten up someone’s Christmas!
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Please send any philatelic stories you have to tell us by letter to:
The Collector, Philatelic Marketing, An Post, Ground Floor, GPO, Freepost, Dublin 1,

or email collectorsvoice@anpost.ie
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Anniversary of first ever scheduled airmail flight FDC
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Once they’re gone, they won’t be coming back!

Collectors, as you may know Commemorative Stamps are only on sale for one year from
date of issue. We are offering you the chance to add products to your collection that you
may not have had the opportunity to obtain during 2008. Please see below details of stamp
issues from 2008 that you may wish to purchase before they are consigned to history.

Popular Dances (Joint Issue Ireland/Spain)

Issue Date: 7 November 2008
Expiry Date: 7 November 2009

This was the first collaboration between
Ireland and Spain, themed around
popular dances from the two countries.

A Minisheet containing two stamps
depicting Irish and flamenco dancing was
issued by both An Post and Correos de
Espana. This is an extremely popular issue,
so be sure to have these colourful stamps
in your collection.

Christmas 2008

Issue Date: 7 November 2008
Expiry Date: 7 November 2009

Once again, Christmas is just around the
corner. It seems like only a short while ago
that we were issuing our 2008 Christmas
stamps. Designed by James Hanley, RHA,
each stamp depicts a scene from the
Nativity. These should definitely be part
of your Christmas collection. Use the form
attached to order today.
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At the Heart ovaents
Dub in’s General Post Ofﬁce

Product Code OTE
Price €10

in and aruund it over thc ccntuncs Frnrn scahqg wax to the early days of
broadcasting and from ﬂm Dead Letter Office to the Proclamarion, Stephen

‘Ferguson's At the Heart of Events - Dublin’ General Past Office is a fascinating guide
to the GPO.




First Day Cover Collection 2009

This year’s collection of our First Day Covers is the perfect way to acquire every Irish
Stamps commemorative FDC issued for 2009. Included in this are the Volvo Ocean
Race, European Dog Show and the 250" Anniversary of the Guinness Brewery FDC’s.

The First Day Cover collection contains 29 commemorative FDC'’s, and includes 4
FDC’s with minisheets. Priced at €80 and housed in an attractive presentation box,
this collection is a great way to round up the full wealth of covers from 2009.
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